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Federal investigation launched 
into College’s Title IX policy
On Sept. 12, Kenyon administrators 
learned that the U.S. Department of Ed-
ucation’s Office of Civil Rights (OCR) 
has began an investigation of the Col-
lege’s implementation of Title IX policy. 
The investigation adds Kenyon to the 
list of 272 other colleges and universi-
ties across the country that are under-
going similar examinations of their gen-
eral handling of Title IX cases.
Students and employees were noti-
fied of the investigation on Sept. 13 via 
Student and Employee-Info email. The 
email, prepared by the Office of Com-
munications, said the College is “coop-
erating fully” with federal investigators. 
Civil Rights and Title IX Coordina-
tor Samantha Hughes said the OCR 
notified President Sean Decatur with a 
letter; Decatur then informed several 
senior administrators. The News Bulle-
tin was released via email the following 
day.
“[The investigation] means a com-
plaint has been brought to the Office of 
Civil Rights against those institutions,” 
Decatur said. Instead of pursuing indi-
vidual cases, Decatur said the investiga-
tion will focus on general handling of 
sexual misconduct cases. He also em-
phasized the length of the investigation 
process. 
“The average time right now … is 
about one and half years to complete 
an investigation,” he said. Title IX is a 
federal policy which legally penalizes 
discrimination, sexual harassment and 
sexual violence, among other issues for 
institutions recieving federal funds, ac-
cording to Kenyon’s website.
The Title IX policy applies to all 
forms of sexual and gender-based dis-
crimination, harassment and violence, 
intimate partner violence, stalking, 
bullying and retaliation, according to 
the College’s website. 
This investigation arrives after the 
College’s Title IX policy was already 
under public scrutiny after a viral letter 
written by Michael Hayes ’14 detailed 
the negative experience of his sister 
with the policy, a former student.
When asked about what catalyzed 
the investigation, Hughes stated privacy 
laws prohibited the College from com-
menting on specific Title IX cases when 
asked about what catalyzed the investi-
gation.
“Any person has the right [to report 
to the OCR], and they don’t have to have 
been involved in a case particularly,” 
Hughes said. “It can be any person who 
feels that the College is not fulfilling 
their legal, federally mandated obliga-
tion under Title IX.”
The College will likely not hear from 
the Office of Civil Rights for a long pe-
riod of time, due to the large backlog of 
cases within the federal office. 
Decatur said he was unsure of the 
deadline to submit information to the 
OCR. 
He believes the current audit of the 
College’s Title IX compliance, conduct-
ed by independent Title IX investigator 
and consultant Rebecca Veidlinger. may 
speed up the OCR’s investigative pro-
cess, because pertinent information is 
already being collected. 
GABRIELLE HEALY
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The tabletops where Joan 
Slonczewski, Robert A. 
Oden, Jr. Professor of Biolo-
gy, conducts her experiments 
are made of pressed asbestos. 
She and her students enjoy 
a $90,000 microscope pro-
vided through government 
grants, but it is inside a for-
mer darkroom with rusted 
fittings, a space Slonczewski 
said is slowly deteriorating.
“If you look at the labo-
ratory equipment we have, 
much of it is state of the art … 
but that equipment is housed 
in a decaying, falling-apart 
structure,” Slonczewski said. 
“One time, the shelving on 
one of the tabletops literally 
fell down and nearly clunked 
Higley laboratories receive updates
Higley Hall | Bill Gardner
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a student.” 
Slonczewski requested the 
shelving in the Higley labs 
be removed after the inci-
dent, but the College told her 
that because they were made 
of asbestos, it could not be 
done. Professor of Biology 
Siobhan Fennessy said get-
ting rid of the asbestos would 
require hazmat removal, 
which would shut down the 
building for months. 
“It is student experiments 
and faculty work that bring 
in really outstanding things,” 
Slonczewski said. “But the 
building that houses it is in-
adequate.”
Since its construction in 
1977, Higley Hall ’s original 
structure has remained most-
ly untouched. That changed 
this summer, when SPEAR 
Construction — which is 
based in St. Louis, Mo. — be-
gan renovating three of Hig-
ley’s laboratories: room 307 
and two rooms in Higley’s 
basement, according to As-
sociate Professor Andrew J. 
Kerkhoff, who is chair of the 
biology department. These 
renovations will include re-
pairing some of 
The shelving 
on one of the 
tabletops literally 
fell down and nearly 
clunked a student.
- Joan Slonczewski, pro-
fessor of biology
“
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Village RecoRd
Sept. 7 - 14
Sept. 7, 10:08 p.m. — Students found urinating in public 
near South Campus.
Sept. 7, 10:45 p.m. — Students referred for underage alco-
hol consumption near North Campus. Alcohol disposed of.
Sept. 8, no time recorded — Basketballs taken without au-
thorization from South Campus.
Sept. 9, 10:42 p.m. — Students referred for underage alco-
hol consumption.
Take Back the Night discontinued 
Similar programming will take place during the year.
Follow us!
@kenyoncollegian
Take Back the Night (TBTN)  — a week-long 
event designated to discuss issues of sexual mis-
conduct, intimate partner violence and sup-
port and empower survivors — has been elimi-
nated, and the student organization known as 
Take Back the Night will cease 
to exist. This year, independent 
events throughout the academic 
year with a similar focus will 
replace the traditional TBTN 
week. 
The change resulted from sev-
eral conversations between Lac-
ey Filkins, assistant director of 
new student programming and 
formerly staff advisor for TBTN, 
the 2015 TBTN co-chairs Pe-
ter Granville ’16 and Christina 
Franzino ’16 and other adminis-
trators. The current and former 
Title IX coordinators, Meredith 
Bonham ’92 and Jill Engel-Hellman, director 
of housing and residential life, also took part in 
the discussions, according to Filkins. The group 
made the decision to move to programming 
throughout the year, without the label of “Take 
Back the Night” attached. 
“We had, not all, but some survivors indi-
cate that they found it to actually be a trigger-
ing week versus an empowering week … which 
is the antithesis of the event itself,” Filkins said. 
Last year was the first year that the issue of trig-
gering survivors was brought attention. Filkins 
also cited “dwindling” student participation in 
“high-impact programs over the week” as an-
other deciding factor.  
Programming will continue throughout the 
year with student organizations like the Sexual 
Misconduct Advisors, Peer Counselors and Ti-
tle IX office collaborating to organize events that 
address topics such as sexual misconduct.  
Wesley Davies ’17, co-manager of the Crozier 
Center for Women, echoed concerns about po-
tentially triggering survivors. Davies also cited 
a desire to “avoid any enmity caused by the mis-
conception that students aren’t allowed to host 
parties during the TBTN week.” The lack of 
registered parties during this week represented 
a persistent rumor that has circulated the cam-
pus in previous years. Davies encouraged orga-
nizations looking to collaborate on a traditional 
TBTN-style event to reach out to the Crozier 
Center. 
Filkins said she thought a Take Back the 
Night event has existed on campus for about 13 
or 14 years, though signifi-
cant modifications to pro-
gramming have taken place 
over time. She said TBTN at 
Kenyon had no relationship 
to the national organiza-
tion, though they may have 
been related at the event’s 
inception.
In previous iterations, 
TBTN included several 
types of programs to mark 
the week, such as a carni-
val-style fair and martial 
arts self-defense training.
One of the hallmarks of 
TBTN’s programming was a Speak Out event, 
during which students could share their experi-
ences with sexual misconduct in front of an au-
dience. 
Rachel Arens ’18 said she appreciated the 
change and understood the reasoning behind it, 
though she had some reservations. “I just really 
hope that student [organizations] actually com-
mit to doing their best and bringing these top-
ics up to the whole campus in a positive way,” 
she said. In Spring 2016, Arens organized a sit-in 
with other students in the Great Hall of Peirce to 
raise awareness about sexual misconduct.
Haley Shipley ’17, a Sexual Misconduct Advi-
sor (SMA), was told about the changes to TBTN 
last Tuesday during an SMA meeting. She said 
she has been approached by people who felt trig-
gered by TBTN.
“It is important that there is a dialogue on 
this campus about sexual assault, and that peo-
ple know that SMAs are here as a resource if 
something happens and if they get triggered,” 
Shipley said. 
The future of TBTN, however, is not set in 
stone. “We’ll reevaluate again next year, and see 
what people want to do,” Filkins said. 
GABRIELLE HEALY
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the older equipment while also up-
dating lab safety by adding chemi-
cal hoods and venting systems for 
experiments. The two rooms in the 
basement will be combined to create 
one larger laboratory and teaching 
space, according to Kerkhoff. Chief 
Business Officer Mark Kohlman 
said these projects will cost approxi-
mately $500,000, and will be com-
pleted some time in the next few 
months.
Kerkhoff said a complete reno-
vation of Higley may be ideal, but 
would cause major delays or even 
the termination of certain experi-
ments. This could burden biol-
ogy students interested in graduate 
schools who specifically consider 
student research as a major factor 
during the admission process. 
Slonczewski believes that single-
room renovations are a temporary 
solution to a bigger problem with 
the building. Three years ago, Kerk-
hoff said the College had plans for 
a total renovation of Higley Hall. 
These plans eventually fell through, 
but, according to Slonczewski, this 
is because Graham Gund’s ’63 H ’81 
architecture firm GUND Partner-
ship wanted to focus on the library 
instead.
“Graham Gund had no interest 
in the project,” Slonczewski said. 
“Basically we were told that Graham 
Gund wants a new library, and does 
not want a biology building.” 
The GUND Partnership re-
ferred all questions regarding Hig-
ley Hall to Kohlman. Kohlman said 
he could not speak to Slonczewski’s 
comments. The Board of Trustees 
met three years ago to update the 
Master Plan, according to Kohlman, 
and they marked both Higley and 
the Olin and Chalmers Libraries 
as high-priority projects. Kohlman 
said these are still ongoing conver-
sations within the board and that 
he cannot comment on them any 
further. 
President Sean Decatur said 
Gund and other donors have some 
influence on the College’s construc-
tion decisions.
“A donation may not bring 
something that’s not in the priority 
into the priority,” Decatur said. “But 
it may change the order of some-
thing that’s already in our top five.”
Decatur added that Higley 
would benefit from a complete over-
haul, but he thinks that renovating 
single rooms is the most viable op-
tion at this time, considering faculty 
and student need for research space 
in the building. He said a complete 
renovation of Higley could hap-
pen in the future, and that he was 
dissapointed current renovations 
weren’t completed over the summer.
Erick Ditmars ’18, who is major-
ing in molecular biology, said his 
main concern with Higley is the lack 
of proper chemical hoods in some of 
the labs. 
“Whenever you’re doing an ex-
periment with DNA extraction, 
which is something I do a lot, you 
use phenol, which is a pretty toxic 
compound,” Ditmars said. “The 
way you are supposed to do it uti-
lizes a ventilated hood that creates 
negative air pressure, so none of the 
vapors from this volatile toxic com-
pound can get into my lungs.” 
Ditmars said Slonczewski 
bought a secondary hood to use for 
toxic experiments, but he still thinks 
Higley has a long way to go.
I just really 
hope that stu-
dent [organizations] 
actually commit to 
doing their best and 
bringing these topics 
up to the whole cam-
pus.
-Rachel Arens ’18
“
Revamped student group advocates for gun control legislation
With a renewed fo-
cus on lobbying for 
gun control, Emma 
Welsh-Huggins ’17 is 
helping lead efforts 
to revitalize the Ken-
yon Students for Gun 
Sense (KSGS). KSGS 
is a reboot of the or-
ganization Students 
Against Gun Violence, 
which existed at Ken-
yon’s campus in previ-
ous years. This year, 
KSGS hopes to move 
beyond discussion 
to bring about ac-
tion. 
“At KSGS, we 
are not anti-gun,” 
Welsh-Huggins 
said. “We would 
like to facilitate and encour-
age a culture where you can 
own a gun, but you can be 
a responsible and informed 
gun owner.” 
In the upcoming months, 
one of the club’s biggest pri-
orities is lobbying the Ohio 
State Senate to vote against 
House Bill 48, which would 
allow concealed-carry li-
cense holders to bring hand-
guns into areas such as public 
buildings and daycare cen-
ters. If the bill becomes law, 
institutions of higher educa-
tion may choose whether to 
authorize concealed carry 
on their campuses; President 
Sean Decatur has previously 
told the Collegian that Ken-
yon will remain a gun-free 
zone even if the bill passes.
“We don’t live in a vacu-
um,” Jackson Pine ’18, a KSGS 
co-leader, said of House Bill 
48. “What happens in Colum-
bus, it affects the entire com-
munity of Ohio.” 
The club, which Welsh-
Huggins leads along with 
Pine, Audrey Neubauer ’19 
and Catherine Von Holt ’19, 
aims to promote a nonpar-
tisan, fact-based discussion 
that extends beyond the pub-
lic’s immediate reaction to 
national tragedies. The club 
plans to achieve this goal 
with initiatives such as lec-
tures, panels and film screen-
ings. 
Meredith Bonham ’92, vice 
president of student affairs, is 
the club’s faculty advisor. “As 
a student affairs administra-
tor, gun violence on college 
campuses is something that 
I am very attuned to, given 
my responsibility for student 
safety,” Bonham said. 
The club will work to en-
gage Knox County and other 
surrounding communities to 
facilitate a discourse on the 
role guns play in student life. 
“We can’t have a discussion 
if it’s just liberal college stu-
dents sitting around a table,” 
Welsh-Huggins said. “That’s 
not a discussion that’s going 
to change anything.”
The club leaders’ deter-
mination to take action has 
sparked excitement among 
new members. “It’s an is-
sue that speaks to me,” Cece 
Dye ’18 said. “There are a lot 
of groups that just sit around 
and talk about things, and I 
wanted to be a part of some-
thing that is proactive.” 
The revamped club seeks 
to depart from mere informa-
tive discussions, in favor of 
an effort to promote gun con-
trol on the Kenyon campus 
and beyond. 
“I want [KSGS] to empow-
er students, faculty and com-
munity members to know 
and to feel that they can make 
a difference, and to give them 
opportunities to make that 
difference,” Welsh-Huggins 
said. 
CHLOE HALL and NATE 
GORDON
STAFF WRITERS
Thursday, Sept. 15 | kenyoncollegian.com
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Adelante celebrates 30 years of honoring Latinx culture
The group kicks off Latinx Heritage Month today, and welcomes back founding alums. 
When Edgar Martin ’17 came 
to Kenyon, he felt detached from 
his Latino heritage.
“I felt homesick, and I wanted 
to be around people who I could 
identify with culturally,” Martin, 
who hails from California, said. 
“I ended up finding Adelante.”
Today, Adelante, the College’s 
oldest and largest Latinx student 
organization, begins celebrat-
ing its 30th anniversary with the 
Latinx Heritage Month opening 
ceremony at 11:10 a.m. in Olin and 
Chalmers Libraries. The month-
long event was previously known 
as Hispanic Heritage Month, but 
the name was changed to Latinx 
(the gender-
neutral al-
ternative for 
Latino or La-
tina) to in-
crease inclu-
sivity. 
The cer-
emony kicks 
off a three-
day program 
of events 
honoring the 
group, whose 
name is Spanish for “moving for-
ward.” 
The anniversary will feature 
a reception hosted by President 
Sean Decatur on Friday; an award 
presentation to Associate Profes-
sor of Philosophy Juan DePas-
cuale; the faculty advisor who 
helped create the organization, a 
poetry reading by Professors of 
Spanish Víctor Rodríguez-Núñez 
and Katherine Hedeen; panel 
discussions and festive dinner 
events. Professor of Spanish Clara 
Roman-Odío’s Latinos in Rural 
America (LiRA) research project 
and a history of Latinx peoples at 
Kenyon compiled by Alma Urba-
no ’18 will be featured at an event 
hosted at the bookstore on Sept. 
16. 
“For us, it’s more than just 30 
years of Adelante — it’s 30 years 
of Latinx people contributing 
great things to the Kenyon com-
munity,” said Martin, who is now 
the organization’s co-president. 
“It’s 30 years of reaching out to 
the community, educating peo-
ple about issues they normally 
wouldn’t think of.”
Adelante, which began as a rel-
atively informal and small group, 
has since grown to an increasing-
ly diverse association of around 
45 students, according to Mar-
tin. “When 
it started, it 
was a sheer 
force of will,” 
said Associ-
ate Provost 
and Associate 
Professor of 
English Ivo-
nne García, 
who is also 
the faculty 
advisor for 
Adelante. The 
group had about five active mem-
bers when García began at Ken-
yon in 2006.
Adelante serves as both a re-
source for Latinx students at Ke-
nyon and a hub for projects fo-
cused on the Latinx community 
at Kenyon and in Knox Coun-
ty. Members organize and host 
events each year as part of Latinx 
Heritage Month, which runs from 
mid-September to mid-October. 
“When I was a student, most 
of the members [of Adelante] 
were international students — 
they identified as Venezuelan, 
Argentinian or as wherever they 
were from,” Assistant Director 
of the Office of Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion (ODEI) Jacky Nari 
Arias ’13 said. “Now, we have stu-
dents who are from California, 
Texas, Chicago — students who 
are familiar with the Latinx ex-
perience.”
Adelante’s history has not al-
ways been smooth. García said 
sometime around 2007, the flags 
Adelante hung in the atrium of 
Peirce Hall for the opening cer-
emony of Hispanic Heritage 
Month were stolen. In 2013, flags 
from that year’s ceremony were 
stolen from the Peirce atrium, 
and others were ripped. “We’ve 
had some interesting years ... in 
terms of the number of students 
just  who soldiered on to keep this 
organization alive, and handled 
some pretty dismaying situa-
tions,” García said. 
For many students today, Ad-
elante represents more than just 
a gathering of individuals with 
shared interests: It is a place 
where students who are other-
wise cut off from their cultures 
can reconnect. 
“I joined Adelante because it 
was a place where I could be my 
true self,” Adelante Social Media 
Coordinator Jonathan Urrea-
Espinoza ’19 said. “Being able to 
find people I could relate to on a 
cultural level was something that 
was important to me.”
Nari Arias, who managed the 
logistics of the anniversary, said 
outreach for the event was largely 
focused on alumni, but anyone in 
the Kenyon community is wel-
come to attend. Twelve Adelante 
alumni, including the student 
founders of Adelante, will at-
tend the anniversary celebration 
to speak with current students, 
learn about Adelante’s recent ac-
tivities and tour the organiza-
tion’s new lounge. Currently, 59 
non-students are registered to at-
tend the anniversary events.
“Support for Adelante has 
come from all over the College,” 
Martin said. “This honestly could 
not have come together without 
the help of the President’s Office, 
the ODEI and our advisor, Pro-
fessor García, as well as Professor 
Roman-Odío.” 
García is looking forward to 
today’s opening ceremony, which 
she calls “one of my favorite mo-
ments in my life here at Kenyon.” 
She is equally excited for the ap-
proaching anniversary weekend. 
“I’m really wanting to meet the 
founding members and shake 
their hands and give them an 
abrazo, you know, a hug,” she 
said. 
“Adelante has been really in-
volved in opening this world to 
the community at large,” García 
added. “It’s really up to the com-
munity how much they want to 
find out.”
KEVIN CRAWFORD
STAFF WRITER
For us, it’s 
more than just 
30 years of Adelante—
it’s 30 years of Latinx 
people contributing 
great things to the Ke-
nyon community.
Edgar Martin ’17
“
 A photo of Adelante members during 1993-4 academic year | Courtesy of Edgar Martin and Reveille
4ECO and Divest Kenyon demonstrate at Abercrombie HQ
Last Friday, 39 students attended 
a 5k race hosted by retailer Aber-
crombie & Fitch to distribute lit-
erature protesting the company’s 
ecological footprint. Members of En-
vironmental Campus Organization 
(ECO) and Divest Kenyon went to 
the company’s Columbus headquar-
ters as  a part of the Rainforest Ac-
tion Network’s (RAN) campaign to 
reduce the amount of unsustainable 
rayon and viscose used in clothing.
Over the summer, RAN employee 
Ethan Nuss contacted Matt Meyers 
’17, an ECO leader, about the possi-
bility of students  participating in the 
race, a fundraiser for the charitable 
organization Serious Fun. RAN paid 
for the activists to enter the event and 
for those who wished to run the race. 
With the goal of starting a conversa-
tion, the students, calling their group 
#TeamRainforest, passed out stickers 
and postcards, in addition to holding 
banners. 
As for the second goal, which was 
raising awareness among employees: 
“I believe there wasn’t a single per-
son who was at that event today who 
doesn’t know what #TeamRainforest 
is,” Morgan said.  
Meyers was excited about the 
method RAN had chosen. “I don’t 
really consider this to be protesting 
— I kind of consider it to be more 
community service,” he said.
Abercrombie & Fitch uses viscose 
and rayon, which are made from 
trees, to make some of its clothing, 
according to RAN Senior Forest 
Campaigner Bria Morgan. A lack of 
transparency in the supply chain ob-
scures the source of the trees, as well 
as the impact the industry has on lo-
cal communities and environments. 
Abercrombie & Fitch – unlike over 
65 other companies, such as Ralph 
Lauren – does not have a policy in 
place ensuring that their fabrics are 
not made in unsustainable ways, ac-
cording to Morgan.
Before the event began, Aber-
crombie & Fitch reached out to RAN 
expressing interest in developing a 
policy to ensure sustainable sourc-
ing. 
On the day of the protest, the 
group carpooled to Abercrombie & 
Fitch’s sprawling suburban head-
quarters, where they met another 
group of protesters from Ohio State 
University. 
The headquarters featured a 
fenced-in entertaining area and the 
pavement where the runners gath-
ered before setting off down a wind-
ing road. Spectators and A&F volun-
teers cheered them on, while security 
stood in different locations along the 
path.
Morgan and Nuss greeted the ac-
tivists and explained how to interact 
peacefully with the Columbus Police 
and Abercrombie & Fitch security, 
who shared the task of providing se-
curity at the event.
Before the event began, a mem-
ber of security told #TeamRainforest 
to stop handing out their pamphlets 
until the run began. During the race, 
activists were allowed to distribute 
their materials, as long as those not 
registered for the run remained on 
the sidelines and did not enter the 
winding street that served as the race 
track. 
The students split into teams. One 
group ran the race while handing out 
RAN’s materials. Those who chose 
not to run initiated conversations 
with spectators or held banners with 
the slogan “Is A&F with #TeamRain-
forest???”
Interactions with the race’s secu-
rity guards weren’t always positive. 
Dixon, who campaigned in several 
areas of the campus felt that a high 
ranking officer invaded her person-
al space when telling her to leave an 
area that was not associated with the 
race. 
“Security wasn’t sure what to ex-
pect and was a little harsher than 
necessary towards our activists,” 
Morgan said. “Our activists were 
incredibly peaceful ... and didn’t in-
terrupt any part of Abercrombie & 
Fitch’s effort to do their fundraising 
run.”
Morgan thought the protest met 
the goals of pressuring the Aber-
crombie & Fitch executives to devel-
op a sustainable sourcing policy and 
to raise awareness among the staff 
and their family and friends. 
After the event, Kenyon students 
were tired, but felt they had made a 
huge impact. 
“I had a really great experience,” 
Grayson Ponti ’17 said. “It was amaz-
ing that so many people took part 
in #TeamRainforest. It’s a very im-
portant cause, and it means a lot to 
me that people were willing to give 
up their time and effort to come out 
here.”
Meyers was pleased with the 
event.
“I’m excited about where the fu-
ture may bring us,” he said. “We’ve 
had like 30 students sign up to come 
with us, so this means that people are 
interested in participating in protests 
like this ... there’s big possibilities for 
the future.”
ECO and Divest Activists | Natalie Twitchell
NATALIE TWITCHELL
STAFF WRITER
Thursday, Sept. 15 | kenyoncollegian.com
North Dakota is a long way 
from Ohio, but that did not stop 
members of Indigenous Na-
tions at Kenyon (INK) and the 
Environmental Campus Or-
ganization (ECO) from hold-
ing an informational event in 
solidarity with Native Ameri-
cans against the Dakota Access 
Pipeline (DAPL) on Tuesday.
“Our goal first and foremost 
is to raise awareness,” INK Co-
President Emma Schurink ’17 
said on Tuesday “A lot of people 
would care but they don’t really 
understand what’s happening.”
The DAPL is a proposed oil 
pipeline that would run from 
North Dakota, across the mid-
west and into Illinois. Current 
plans would see the pipeline 
cross through the Standing 
Rock Sioux reservation in 
North Dakota, disrupting sites 
sacred to the Sioux, including 
burial sites. The pipeline would 
also cross the Missouri River, 
increasing the possibility for 
pollution of the river, a source 
of water for many in the area. 
The issue garnered national at-
tention recently after violence 
erupted on the reservation 
when the company building 
the pipeline, Energy Transfer 
Partners L.P. used attack dogs 
and pepper spray 
against protest-
ers. 
Around 30 stu-
dents and pro-
fessors, includ-
ing, members of 
INK and ECO 
gathered on Ran-
som Lawn for 
the event. Many 
stood around 
holding signs 
with messages such as “Protect 
clean water!” and “#NoDAPL” 
while others were on their cell 
phones making calls about the 
issue to the White House, the 
governor of North Dakota, the 
U.S Army Corps of Engineers 
and Ohio congressional repre-
sentatives.
Tuesday was the official 
day to call the White House to 
speak out against the DAPL, 
according to Schurink. “The 
Obama administration has 
halted [the construction] to do 
more research, and we want 
him to put an official stop to 
it,” Schurink said. 
This summer, Kenyon gained new 
ground — about 40 acres of it. The 
College purchased Walker Pond, lo-
cated northwest of Gambier, and its 
surrounding area from Hal Walker 
’57 at a cost of $342,000. 
Associate Professor of Biology An-
drew Kerkhoff said the Walker Farm, 
which includes the pond, was pur-
chased by the Philander Chase Con-
servancy, a subsidiary organization 
of the College that aims to maintain 
the rural character of the region sur-
rounding Gambier.
The land has a diverse ecosystem, 
with animals ranging from typical 
pond-dwelling species such as frogs, 
to land-dwelling species like deer 
and raccoons, according to the article 
“On Walker Pond,” published Aug 30 
on the College’s website. The research 
opportunities offered by the pond 
are as numerous as they are unique. 
Director of Green Initiatives David 
Heithaus said students with majors 
in biology, environmental studies, 
chemistry and even the humanities 
could study at the pond at some point 
during their Kenyon careers.
“The pond provides a shallow, 
forested, freshwater ecosystem un-
like anything we have at the BFEC 
[Brown Family Environmental Cen-
ter],” Heithaus said.
The pond and the surrounding 
land were part of the original 8,000 
acres purchased by Philander Chase 
before the founding of Kenyon in the 
1820s. The pond’s most recent owner 
was Kenyon alumnus Walker ’57, 
a descendent of Holmes. Heithaus 
said Walker decided to sell the prop-
erty because “they were interested 
in downsizing their maintenance 
requirements, and felt the College 
would be good stewards and neigh-
bors.” 
Student research at the pond is ex-
pected to begin this year, a prospect 
that exites Liza Martin ’20, who has 
an interest in pursuing environmen-
tal studies. 
“I’m super excited to have access to 
the Walker Pond because it will com-
pletely diversify the pool of species 
from which I am able to research,” 
Martin said. “Wetland ecosystems are 
a particular interest for me, so I will 
definitely make use of the pond.”
Martin said the purchase of the 
land will be particularly beneficial 
consideringthe College’s increased in-
vestment in the environmental stud-
ies department. With plans in the 
works to connect existing BFEC pub-
lic hiking trails to the pond, the cur-
rent possibilities seem endless. 
“The property was purchased pri-
marily to protect its natural charac-
ter,” Heithaus said. “We would like to 
share this new resource as widely as 
possible in the context of safe access 
and being good neighbors.”
Students and faculty fight against  
Dakota Access Pipeline construction
A trip to Walker Pond
JACKSON FURBEE
STAFF WRITER
ECO leader Matt Meyers 
’17 said the event was not or-
ganized as a protest against 
the DAPL. “We were just try-
ing to edu-
cate Kenyon 
about what’s 
happening 
there,” Mey-
ers said.
The 
groups dis-
tributed f ly-
ers and ar-
ticles about 
the issue to 
attendees 
and passersby and also collect-
ed money to support a trip Sch-
urink and Meyers are planning 
to the reservation to join with 
Native Americans and others 
who are rallying there. 
One attendee was Donald L. 
Rogan Professor of Religious 
Studies Royal Rhodes. He was 
glad to see students supporting 
the cause. “I think as citizens 
we’re all connected with these 
issues, not just for the specific 
Native American peoples in 
that region, but for our own 
national interest,” Rhodes said. 
“I think it’s a matter of con-
science to be here.” 
NATHANIEL SHAHAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
I think it’s 
a matter of 
conscience to be 
here.
Donald L. Rogan 
Professor of Religious 
Studies Royal Rhodes
“
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Above, Professor of History Raymond Cahall with his seminar students; left, Sunset in 1900; right, Sunset in 1976 with the wings | Courtesy of Greenslade Special Collections
Sunset to fall after a century and a half in the light
Professors reflect on the history of the English department’s home and plans for its future
Under Kenyon’s Master Plan, his-
toric Sunset Cottage will likely be 
demolished. With it follows over 150 
years of history as a faculty house, 
class space and home to the English 
department.
The History of Sunset
Francis Wharton, the College’s 
first English professor, built Sunset 
Cottage in 1856, naming it after the 
scenic westward view of the sun sink-
ing each evening. It was in the living 
room of Sunset that Wharton helped 
found Kenyon’s chapter of academic 
honor society Phi Beta Kappa in 1858, 
according to College Historian and 
Keeper of Kenyoniana Tom Stamp 
’73. Wharton did so with the help 
of professors Hamilton Smith and 
Thomas Mather Smith, as well as Col-
lege trustee John Andrews. During 
this period, the house became a locus 
of social life and intellectual discourse 
on campus.
When Wharton traded Gambier 
for Brookline, Mass. in 1863 to be-
come the rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
he gave Sunset to the College, after 
which it became faculty housing. 
Stamp doesn’t know who lived in the 
building during the remainder of the 
19th century, but Raymond D. Ca-
hall, a professor of history, lived in 
Sunset with his family beginning in 
the 1920s. During the 1930s, accord-
ing to departmental correspondence 
from Thomas B. Greenslade to Philip 
H. Jordan, Jr., sixteenth president of 
Kenyon, Cahall began an arrange-
ment with the College to “enlarge and 
improve” the building at Cahall’s own 
expense. He and his family lived there 
until his death in 1964.
Stamp said there have been two 
additions to the building since its in-
ception: the north and south wings. 
Though the wings were added after 
the central brick portion was built, 
they are still old enough to be consid-
ered historic. He was unsure  when 
they were added.
Edward Harvey, a French pro-
fessor, lived in Sunset with his fam-
ily after Cahall. In 1978, the English 
department moved its offices from 
Nu Pi Kappa on the third floor of As-
cension Hall to Sunset. The Sutcliffe 
Collection, a collection of books that 
once belonged to Professor of English 
Denham Sutcliffe, is now located in 
Sutcliffe Seminar Room in Sunset, but 
was also previously located in Ascen-
sion.
Professor Emeritus of English 
Perry Lentz ’64 remembered when 
the English department was still situ-
ated in Ascension: The building was 
covered in ivy, the offices were small 
and they were divided by beaverboard 
partitions — a type of wooden sheet 
used as building material.
“There were I think two to three 
telephones on that floor, so if I got a 
phone call, I would have to go down 
to [Professor of English] Bob Daniel’s 
office and talk on the phone,” he said. 
“If you had a machine on your desk, it 
would be a typewriter.”
In an article published in the Sept. 
21, 1978 edition of the Collegian, “Sun 
sets on English offices,” Gerald Duff, 
the department chair at the time, was 
quoted saying, “The new house gives 
the English department a sense of co-
herence that was not there in the Nu 
Pi Kappa Hall.”
The Kenyon Review was also 
housed in Sunset beginning in 1978; 
it moved to Walton House (which has 
since been demolished) in the early 
part of the 20th century, and then to 
Finn House in 2009.
Looking to the Future
Sunset will likely be demolished 
and two new English buildings will 
be constructed according to Associ-
ate Professor of English Sarah Heidt. 
There is no current timeline and, as 
far as Heidt knows, there is no fund-
ing, as the project has not yet been 
approved by the Board of Trustees. 
But as part of the future reconfigur-
ing of that part of campus, including 
the potential underground parking 
lot, Sunset cannot be in that location. 
This area, referred to as West Quad 
in the Master Plan, would hold space 
for the dance, drama and film de-
partments and office administrators, 
and it would include the new English 
buildings.
“I know that there’s been frus-
tration about [Sunset being demol-
ished], at least among some parts of 
the alumni community, some parts of 
the student body, and to that the only 
thing that I can say is we are really try-
ing to think out what is best for Ken-
yon students going forward,” Heidt 
said. She added this was especially 
important for students who cannot 
get up the flights of stairs and whose 
wheelchairs cannot fit in the hallway. 
Stamp felt that, while the original 
plan to move the building would be 
fine, destroying it would be a signifi-
cant loss for the College.
“I think tearing it down would be 
a tragedy and a travesty,” he said. “If 
we’re committed to our heritage, we 
can’t just dispose of historic buildings 
like that that really do help to make up 
the fabric of the place.”
NEH Distinguished Teaching 
Professor of English Sergei Lobanov-
Rostovsky agreed that destroying 
Sunset would be a loss, but pointed 
out that Sunset is not accessible to stu-
dents with mobility issues — particu-
larly if their professor’s office is on the 
second floor.
“It’s a longstanding place where 
English majors have had lots and lots 
of great experiences and it would be 
sad to see it go away,” he said. “On the 
other hand, there is a sense of the need 
to do things for the students of the fu-
ture.”
Lobanov-Rostovsky said the 
smaller houses on campus, such as 
Sunset, have “a sense of community 
and intimacy.” He added that he has 
powerful memories of teaching in 
Sunset, just as he’s sure students have 
many such memories learning there.
He recalled a story of a particular 
English honors seminar he taught 
that met in Sunset’s seminar room. 
This group of students was slightly 
mischievous, as he described them. 
When the weekend arrived to deter-
mine the level of honors each student 
would receive, he attended a meeting 
in that room after students’ oral and 
written exams.
“We came in there to sit down and 
have our lunch meeting, and discov-
ered that they had replaced all the 
photographs of famous Kenyon writ-
ers with their own photographs,” he 
said. “Which was fantastic, you know. 
It’s little things like that — the ways in 
which students have used the space 
creatively.”
While Lentz never felt as though 
Sunset necessarily embodied the Eng-
lish department, he understands why 
that is the case for so many. “I know 
it [is] in the memory of many people, 
and this makes a lot of sense to me,” 
he said. “It’s a place redolent with 
wonderful memories, because it sort 
of stands for the English department.”
LAUREN ELLER
FEATURES EDITOR
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Engineering doesn’t usually spring 
to mind when considering a liberal 
arts education, but students at Kenyon 
are finding a host of opportunities to 
learn the mechanics of the field.
Lizzie Halper ’14 first realized she 
was passionate about computer sci-
ence in high school. She took advan-
tage of Kenyon’s engineering partner-
ship program and spent three years 
majoring in math with a computer 
science concentration and two years 
earning a Bachelor’s computer science 
degree at Washington University in 
Saint Louis, Mo. Halper found herself 
at an advantage over other students 
from big, technical-based institutes 
when she took her first steps into the 
world of engineering at Washington 
University. 
“In order to solve the problems we 
tackled in class, we needed to take a 
creative approach — the kind that is 
highly valued at Kenyon,” Halper said. 
Now, she’s starting out as a tech-
nical support engineer for Microsoft 
at their headquarters in Redmond, 
Wash. 
Though Kenyon may not have the 
facilities and research opportunities 
of larger schools, the College main-
tains long-standing partnerships with 
engineering programs at Washington 
University, Rensselaer Polytechnic In-
stitute in Troy, N.Y., and Case West-
ern Reserve University in Cleveland, 
Ohio. Under this dual-degree pro-
gram, also known as the 3-2 program, 
Kenyon students are guaranteed ad-
mission to the partner school of their 
choosing as long as they meet require-
ments such as a 3.2 GPA, one year of 
physics with labs and proficiency in 
computer programming. 
After graduating from Kenyon — 
students can choose either three or 
four years in Gambier, though most 
tend to stay all four years for the full 
Kenyon experience — and spending 
the next two years at the partner insti-
tution, students earn both a Bachelor 
of Arts from Kenyon and a Bachelor 
of Sciences from the partner school. 
Professor of Physics Tim Sullivan 
has advised students seeking more 
training in engineering as the col-
lege’s Pre-Engineering Advisor. As 
the liaison between the College and 
their partner institutions, he said the 
feedback on Kenyon students in their 
programs is very positive. “They really 
like the combination of the liberal arts 
with engineering,” he said. “It produc-
es engineers who communicate bet-
ter and tend to have better leadership 
skills, so they tend to become leaders 
in engineering.” With Kenyon’s small 
class sizes and close interpersonal re-
lationships, students learn not only 
the subject matter, but how to solve 
complex problems creatively and 
communicate effectively. 
Physics major Ryan Angelo ’17 
interned with Jacob’s Engineering in 
Philadelphia this summer aiming to 
earn a letter of 
recommenda-
tion for the Col-
lege’s partner-
ship program 
with Washington 
University, but he 
came away with a 
job offer instead. 
The Fortune 500 
company offers 
technical profes-
sional services in 
a variety of engineering fields, from 
mechanical, to electrical, to process 
engineering.
Going into his internship, Angelo 
had no idea what process engineer-
ing was. Process engineering involves 
the mixing of thousands of liters of 
pharmaceutical drugs in huge canis-
ters, and Angelo had to teach himself 
about the machinery, processes and 
thermodynamics of the systems the 
company was using. He attributes his 
success to his Kenyon physics experi-
ence, which he said made him learn 
how to teach himself.
“I impressed [my manager] in my 
ability to take something with very 
little background knowledge, teach 
myself about it, realize what he was 
asking me to learn and come back to 
him with knowledgeable questions,” 
he said.
For Angelo, this approach to prob-
lem solving was nothing new from his 
physics classes at Kenyon. In classes, 
he explained, “they give you a prob-
lem, they give you a week, a couple 
days to work at it, and if you’ve got any 
questions, come ask them. You just 
kind of work on it on your own and 
there’s more 
than one way 
to go about 
a problem.” 
Angelo he 
found he re-
ceived more 
difficult work 
than his fel-
low interns 
from big engi-
neering uni-
versities. 
“They were just given busy engi-
neering work, like just double-check-
ing someone else’s work, and because 
I didn’t know all the details, they just 
kind of had to give me real work, and 
that let me show what I could do,” he 
said. This “real work” involves the 
business side of running the compa-
ny, like communicating with machin-
ery vendors and pharmaceutical com-
panies. “The work that [my manager] 
was giving me — he was expecting it 
to be very, very difficult, and for me it 
just felt like another normal day,” 
As it turns out, the claims that a 
liberal arts education gives little prof-
fesional preparation is false. When it 
comes to engineering,  it seems to give 
a pretty strong foundation.
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Program engineers professionals Students find that Kenyon education prepares them for engineering work.
Professor of Physics Tim Sullivan advises students who undertake 
the hybrid engineering program. | Jack Zellweger
They really like 
the combina-
tion of the liberal arts 
with engineering. It 
produces engineers that 
communicate better.
Professor of Physics Tim Sul-
livan 
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The Horn Gallery spotlights up-and-coming student bands
Eight Kenyon bands get a chance to display their musical talent in student showcase.
KARA MORRISON
STAFF WRITER
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Sweetbitter author Stephanie Danler ’06 gives reading today
The bestselling Kenyon alum will reflect on her strange breed of bildungsroman in Cheever.
From the New York Times to 
Entertainment Weekly, critics 
love the novel Sweetbitter, which 
has taken the literary world by 
storm since its May release. The 
semi-autobiographical narra-
tive by Stephanie Danler ’06 
centers on a young woman’s 
transition into adulthood: Tess, 
a recent college graduate, moves 
to the Big Apple and begins a 
job at “the best restaurant in 
New York City.”
Despite the seemingly im-
mediate acclaim, Danler did 
not imagine her book would be 
so successful. 
“I thought that it might be a 
book that was passed between 
servers, in restaurants,” Dan-
ler said. “It’s a weird book, and 
I don’t read a lot of bestsellers 
that are strange ... they tend 
to be a bit more linear, and a 
bit more conventional. I never 
thought that it could find such a 
wide audience. I’m definitely in 
shock about it.”
Now, Danler returns to her 
alma mater for a victory lap of 
sorts: She will give a reading 
at 4:10 p.m. today in Cheever 
Room in Finn House. 
When asked how she com-
pares Sweetbitter to the liter-
ary successes of other Kenyon 
alumni such as E.L. Doctorow 
’52,  John Green ’00, Ransom 
Riggs ’01 and Lauren Hillen-
brand — who studied at Kenyon 
but did not graduate, and wrote 
the critically lauded nonfic-
tion book Seabiscuit — Danler 
said the “slightly experimental 
form” of her book is a departure 
from a certain classical literary 
tradition.
“It’s not necessarily what Ke-
nyon is known for,” Danler said. 
“But I could not have done it 
without [Kenyon’s] education. 
So I hope it changes the story 
about Kenyon a little bit.”
Sweetbitter has broken the 
bounds of typical fiction writ-
ing; Danler called the style 
“strange.” Incorporating ele-
ments of creative nonfiction and 
prose, the approach of Sweetbit-
ter is different from the usual 
coming-of-age story.
“I knew that I wanted to 
write a female coming-of-age 
story, but I think that the story 
of Sweetbitter didn’t open up to 
me until I found the form,” she 
said. 
Danler frequently separates 
parts of her story with beautiful 
poetic sections that Danler calls 
the book’s “chorus.” 
“A lot of people call it poetry, 
but to me it’s a multiplicity of 
voices,” she said.
At today’s event, Danler will 
read from some popular pas-
sages.
“I think I’ll stick with sex, 
drugs and rock and roll,” Dan-
ler said. “But I don’t read for 
that long, I’d rather talk to peo-
ple, I’d rather have a conversa-
tion.”
Frances Saux contributed re-
porting.
ZOË ENGLE
STAFF WRITER
Stephanie Danler ’06, author of Sweetbitter | Courtesy of Stepha-
nie Danler
It’s a weird book, and I don’t read a lot 
of bestsellers that are strange...I never 
thought that it could find such a wide 
audience.
Stephanie Danler ’06
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The turnout seemed small be-
fore the Horn Gallery’s Student 
Band Showcase last Saturday. 
But as the night wore on, hordes 
of people poured in; by the end 
of the concert, the crowd ex-
tended outside. 
For students who feel the 
campus music scene is lack-
ing after the the members of 
popular Kenyon band SPORTS 
graduated, there is hope in the 
weekend’s successful showcase. 
If anything, student musicians 
now have the chance to flourish 
in the wake of SPORTS’ depar-
ture. The showcase proved just 
how diverse Kenyon’s student 
music scene can be.
Biz Berthy ’17 and Kayla Rog-
ers ’18, as well as other students 
involved with the Horn, orga-
nized the showas a platform for 
students to perform as a group 
or as solo musicians.
“I want to give students a 
space where they can show peo-
ple what it is they’re doing,” Ber-
thy said on how the show bene-
fits students and the community. 
“I think that’s really important.” 
The student band showcase 
presented a wide variety of mu-
sic, from DJ/saxophone duo Mil-
ly $, with members Miles Shebar 
’20 and Max Lazarus ’20 to an 
acoustic solo from Anna Deryck 
’20, so attendees had a good 
chance of hearing their music 
genre of choice. 
The crowd’s ever-increasing 
energy encouraged passionate 
performances by each musician, 
especially by the final act, the 
band Harvey Trisdale — con-
sisting of members Carl Lehm-
an ’17, Tim Gruber ’17, Evan 
Rasch ’17 and Jeremy Stern ’19 
— whose performance was ex-
hilarating.
“I love the music scene at 
Kenyon,” said Grace Fuisz ’19, 
a singer-songwriter who per-
formed at the showcase. “I 
love that musicians are given a 
chance to perform.”
Paola Liendo ’20, attended the 
event for the variety of bands,. 
“As a first year, I wanted to see 
the more underrepresented mu-
sicians on campus,” Liendo said.
Overall, the show was a bril-
liant presentation of the talent 
present on the Kenyon campus. 
“It’s really helped me work on 
performing,” Fuisz said about 
the Horn Gallery. “It’s a really 
supportive environment.” 
The next show at the Horn 
Gallery, featuring the bands 
Lunch Cult and Palberta, will 
take place this Saturday, Sept. 17 
at 9:30 p.m.
Left to Right: Vince Femia ’17 plays his guitar and sings. Amanda Goodman ’16 performs with her acoustic guitar. | Jack Zellweger
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Searching for the Campus Riddler: Part 2
An unknown artist continues to raise questions and eyebrows with ubiquitous marks.
FRANCES SAUX and DEVON 
MUSGRAVE-JOHNSON
ARTS EDITORS
Meet the new KR Fellows, Margaree Little and Jaquira Diaz
Margaree Little did not instantly realize that the sequence of connected 
poems she began writing in 2012 would become her first book. She had not 
even planned to write the poems in the first place. 
That year, during Little’s involvement in immigrant rights activism at 
the U.S.-Mexico border, near her home of Tucson, Ariz., she met a group of 
people who had found an unidentified man’s body in the desert. 
The man was likely an undocumented immigrant, Little thought. 
“There’s been an increased militarization of the border there, meaning 
that people who are crossing, basically to survive or to reunite with fam-
ily members here, are having to cross in increasingly remote areas of the 
desert,” Little said.
The poems in Rest — forthcoming from Four Way Books in 2018 — are 
elegies to that unidentified person, Little said, and they explore “related 
questions of responsibility and care, as far as the political context in which 
[that death] occurred.”
Little read from Rest on Tuesday. Her voice was sweet yet somber, ap-
propriate for the dark and beautiful nature of her poems.
She has published her poems, many of which deal with themes relat-
ed to the U.S.-Mexico border, in a wide array of journals, including the 
The American Poetry Review and The Missouri Review, which selected her 
hauntingly sparse “What Was Missing” as its poem of the week in Decem-
ber 2012. 
During her two years at Kenyon, Little hopes to begin a second poetry 
collection. She will also continue her recent efforts to translate works by 
the Russian poet Marina Tsvetaeva, although she does not speak Russian. 
“I’m using a lot of dictionaries,” Little said. “I’ve been learning a lot from 
doing it.”
Little likes Kenyon so far, although the size of the Village has left an im-
pression on her. “Everybody knows each other,” she said, “and everybody 
seems to know where everybody lives.”
In the previous issue of the 
Collegian, we followed last se-
mester’s series of bizarre instal-
lation art pieces by a certain un-
known CR: the Campus Riddler. 
After word puzzles found their 
way into unsuspecting students’ 
pockets, cans of Pabst Blue Rib-
bon beer turned up in trees and 
strange CDs hidden across cam-
pus mystified listeners, students 
attempted to get to the bottom of 
this mystery.
In the last few days of the 
Spring 2016 semester, the Cam-
pus Riddler struck twice more. 
First, vials of powder ap-
peared hanging from rough 
twine nailed into trees along 
Middle Path. Then, on the 
last day of school, a forma-
tion of cattails materialized by 
the front door of Peirce Din-
ing Hall, each with excerpts of 
transcendentalist prose tied to 
their stalks. Both featured the 
telltale CR mark. 
Brent Matheny ’19 and for-
mer Collegian Arts Editor Bai-
ley Blaker ’18 collected the 
Middle Path vials hanging from 
the trees. “They all had differ-
ent things,” Matheny said. “One 
was crushed up Doritos. There 
was sand. There were some 
herbs. Coffee grounds. There 
were ones that had something 
like a weird white paste that 
smelled really strongly alco-
holic, like cleaning solution al-
most? I don’t know, it was pretty 
caustic. Some had marijuana in 
them.”
Blaker had collected 20 vi-
als by the end of the week. “The 
weird thing was that I would 
collect them in the morning, 
and then they would be re-
placed by mid-afternoon,” she 
said. “Whoever was doing it, I 
think, had to be involved in a 
group of some sort.”
No large installation of a 
similar nature has appeared on 
campus since last spring, but 
the Campus Riddler continues 
to act nonetheless. This fall, the 
CR stamp mark continues to 
pop up across Gambier. One of 
them marks the wall of the pa-
tio outside the Alumni Dining 
Room in Peirce. Another one 
has appeared on a College Park 
Street stop sign.
Yet so far, suspects have 
stood in firm denial of any ac-
cusation. After Hannah Wend-
landt ’19 found a CR stamp on 
Professor of Philosophy Joel Ri-
cheimer’s door at the end of last 
year, she emailed him a picture 
of the stamp and asked if he 
knew about it.
“Hannah, I don’t see a CR 
symbol on my door or in the 
picture,” read Richeimer’s reply, 
“And I am not aware of any box-
es with CR symbols on the cam-
pus. I am sorry I can’t help you.”
Kayla Rogers ’18 faced a sim-
ilarly abrupt denial from stu-
dents — whom she chose not to 
name — living at the Kenyon 
Farm. She heard about a CR 
stamp on the farm’s stove and 
asked them if they were respon-
sible for it. “They were like, ‘No! 
Of course not!’” Rogers said.
Is Professor Richeimer the 
Campus Riddler? “Philoso-
phy of perception, epistemol-
ogy,” Matheny joked, listing 
Richeimer’s areas of focus. “It 
could be up his alley.” Or is it 
someone associated with the 
Farm?
Last semester, Rogers heard a 
rumor that Collegian cartoonist 
Henry Uhrik ’18 was the Cam-
pus Riddler, but in an email to 
the Collegian, Uhrik seemed 
perplexed by the accusation. “I 
know this might sound like ex-
actly what the Campus Riddler 
might say, but I honestly have 
no idea what that is,” Uhrik 
wrote. “Maybe I did something 
unintentionally?”
For now, Blaker’s suspicions 
rest on Peter Wear ’16, who 
graduated last year but might 
have collaborated with others. 
Wear co-hosted the Old Kenyon 
party in February, after which 
Matheny and others discovered 
word puzzles in their pockets. 
Wear was also a member of the 
WKCO radio station, which 
could explain the high produc-
tion value on the Campus Rid-
dler CDs scattered around cam-
pus. “He said he didn’t know 
[who it was] when I asked him 
last year, but 
he could have 
been lying to 
me,” Blaker 
said.
Is it Wear? 
Or is it some-
one else entire-
ly? For now, stu-
dents will have to 
keep looking.
CR was spotted on Professor of Philosophy Joel Richeimer’s office 
door last semester. | Courtesy of Hannah Wendlandt
Margaree Little
Kenyon Review Fellow in Poetry
Jaquira Diaz
Kenyon Review Fellow in Prose
Two new writers have 
come to town.
On Tuesday, the Kenyon 
Review’s 2016-2018 Fel-
lows, Margaree Little and 
Jaquira Diaz, introduced 
themselves to campus with 
a reading in Cheever Room.
Little and Diaz replace 
the previous fellows, Ja-
maal May for poetry and 
Melinda Moustakis for 
prose. During their two 
years at Kenyon, Little and 
Diaz will be working with 
the Kenyon Review staff, 
teaching one course a se-
mester and working to ex-
pand their own bodies of 
work.
“They are extraordinary 
writers and inspiring teach-
ers,” David Lynn, editor in 
chief of the Kenyon Review, 
said. “We believe they will 
not only be great members 
of the Kenyon literary com-
munity, but will go on to be 
significant forces in Ameri-
can literature in the future.”
The first time Jaquira Diaz became a finalist for the Kenyon 
Review Fellowship in Prose four years ago, she withdrew from the 
contest. The Wisconsin Institute for Creative Writing in Madi-
son, Wis. had offered her a similar fellowship, and Diaz accepted 
it instead. 
But she never gave up her wish of coming to Gambier some-
day. “I always intended to apply for the Kenyon Review Fellowship 
again,” she said.
Since then, Diaz has garnered a hefty list of career accomplish-
ments, including a Pushcart Prize in 2012 for her story “Section 
8,” which follows a teenager’s attempts to maneuver an adoles-
cence marked by stints in juvenile hall, neglectful parents and a 
relationship with her best friend complicated by the outside world. 
Kenyon Review readers may also remember “Ghosts,” Diaz’s 
short fiction piece published in winter of 2014, in which she drew 
from her own experience in the military, or her more recent cre-
ative essay, “Ordinary Girls,” from the November/December 2015 
issue.
During her fellowship here, Diaz hopes to finish her nonfic-
tion book, also titled Ordinary Girls, and then begin a novel. Part 
memoir and part journalism, Ordinary Girls will explore themes 
of girlhood in her hometown of Miami Beach, Fla. and also weave 
in the tale of Ana Cardona, a woman who murdered her child in 
1990.
“It’s kind of exploring her story, and how she went from being 
a girl to the woman that she became,” Diaz said. “It’s a book about 
girls: about girls growing up, how girls become women.”
Diaz ended Tuesday’s reading with an Ordinary Girls excerpt 
about Cardona’s dead child. Before she began her reading, she 
joked, “There are also bodies in my work — we didn’t plan this.”
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Over the last few years, the College has issued nu-
merous statements about Title IX on campus, most 
notably announcing an external audit of our Title IX/
VAWA policy procedures two days after a Kenyon 
alumnus publicly accused College officials of mishan-
dling a sexual assault case involving his sister, a former 
student.
The overall message has been one that attempts to 
own and remedy mistakes. But it is also one that often 
avoids culpability for these problems, favoring con-
stant review over substantive change. 
This week, everything changed. 
A News Bulletin distributed via Student-Info email 
on Tuesday informed the Kenyon community that the 
College is under investigation by the U.S. Department 
of Education’s Office for Civil Rights for its handling 
of Title IX issues. 
Presumably, the College initiated the Title IX audit 
last semester to avoid such a scenario. The audit is in-
dependent of the College, but it is still funded by Col-
lege money. (The same applies to the current audit of 
our Clery Act compliance, which was not prompted 
by any specific concerns, according to President Sean 
Decatur.) 
We have heard multiple statements assuring us the 
College will fully comply with the investigation. This 
is a rather empty consolation, because what else can 
they do? Full compliance doesn’t negate the fact that 
the College has done something (or, at least, been ac-
cused of doing something) of a great enough mag-
nitude to catch the attention of the Office for Civil 
Rights. No institution likes to admit wrongdoing, but 
we were dismayed to hear no reasoning or explana-
tion from administrators regarding what inspired this 
investigation in the first place. We find it hard to be-
lieve that they would have no idea. 
The Title IX audit and the Department of Educa-
tion investigation suggest that despite Kenyon’s best 
assertions, our College may not be doing enough. 
Instead of relying on other sources to tell us what we 
could be doing better, we would like to see administra-
tors make more substantial, publicized efforts to up-
date policies and improve implementation. 
We know Kenyon best, so it makes sense that at 
least some changes should come from within our own 
community. All this would require is talking to stu-
dents: In our private conversations with friends, we’ve 
heard complaints about poor communication with 
survivors, jarringly impersonal interactions with ad-
ministrators and investigations that drag on for much 
longer than survivors ever anticipated. These are is-
sues that could have been addressed long before the 
Office for Civil Rights even knew where Gambier was.
Instead, we’re now under an investigation of a na-
tional scale with no end in sight, and that colors our 
campus life. We hope this teaches the administration 
that we need to make changes before problems arise. 
The College’s promise of “full compliance” with the 
investigation does not erase the obfuscations of the 
past. 
On Title IX, 
failure to act
SHANE CANFIELD | COLLEGIAN
I never wanted to be an English 
major.
Three years ago, I stood in the 
bookstore checkout line with an arm-
ful of materials for my biology cours-
es, confident I would leave Kenyon an 
experienced biologist ready to jump 
into the field.
That changed. I changed. I took my 
first few college English classes and 
fell in love — if not with the English 
department, then with my professors’ 
enthusiasm, the books we read and 
the way I walked out of each class in 
Sunset Cottage looking forward to the 
next one.
According to the Master Plan, Sun-
set Cottage (home to literature class-
es and English department offices) 
will soon be torn down to make room 
for a performing arts building, two 
new English buildings and an under-
ground parking garage, all part of a 
new West Quad.
The desire to redesign the area of 
campus behind the library doesn’t 
concern me. No one who lives or 
works at Kenyon could say that Sun-
set doesn’t need repairs. But necessi-
ty falls apart at the application of the 
Master Plan, since so many blueprints 
provided by the GUND Partnership 
call for the destruction of long-stand-
ing campus buildings like Sunset Cot-
tage and the recently-destroyed Black 
Box Theater. 
No doubt, every college needs its 
Graham Gund ’63. Without ours, we 
wouldn’t have New Side (Thomas 
Hall in Peirce), a sparkling, hangar-
like athletic center, nor the funds the 
College needs to give financial aid to 
students. I will never say that Gund 
hasn’t benefitted the College in more 
ways than administrators could have 
imagined. 
I will say, however, that Gund 
needs to change his attitude. 
Sunset Cottage is a living, breath-
ing space. Professors hold classes, 
office hours and discussions there; 
students work and study there. Just 
like any other academic building, 
you can step into Sunset and find 
students napping in a corner, and 
some sitting at a table for hours on 
end, writing brilliant papers over the 
course of a single night.
Then again, Sunset isn’t just like 
any other academic building. 
If I could, I would ask Graham 
Gund if he has ever watched the sun 
actually set from inside the Sunset 
seminar room. Has he ever watched 
the dying daylight stream through 
the trees and f lash and dance across 
the room’s wooden panelling? Has 
he ever had a seminar in Sunset, 
or stayed late to finish a paper, and 
watched the sun sink lower and low-
er until the whole room takes on the 
deep, burning red of a sun just about 
to go out?
If he had, I don’t think he would 
be so eager to smash the heart of Ke-
nyon’s English department to piec-
es. If he had taken the time to pe-
ruse the dozens of books lining the 
shelves, or sit still and listen to the 
history of squeaks and creaks in a 
building almost as old as the College 
itself, I think he, and others involved 
with the details of the Master Plan, 
would have second thoughts about 
their plan to increase the number of 
on-campus parking spots.
When I say Gund needs to change 
his attitude, I mean he needs to stop 
giving up on Kenyon. Yes, Sunset has 
its faults — most buildings on this 
campus have faults. Yet Gund appar-
ently cannot bear to fix these build-
ings — repair them, renovate them, 
bring new beauty to them — so he 
destroys them. And he starts over.
Did I have an almost-quarter-life 
crisis when I realized I didn’t actu-
ally want a career in biology? Yes. I 
panicked and talked to friends, fam-
ily and faculty I trusted. But I didn’t 
abandon the college experience I 
had worked so long and hard to at-
tain. I sat down and compromised 
— I would keep taking the biology 
classes I wanted to take — and then 
I began pursuing what really matters 
to me. 
Gund and the administration 
need to learn how to compromise. 
Without Sunset, students and fac-
ulty of the English department — 
and undoubtedly even those outside 
of it — will find themselves without 
an academic home. And with the de-
struction of Sunset, I fear we are los-
ing sight of what really matters.
Amy Schatz ’17 is an English ma-
jor from West Hartford, Conn. Con-
tact her at schatzar@kenyon.edu.
The future of Sunset and the West Quad 
should be a compromise, not a surrender
AMY SCHATZ
CHIEF COPY EDITOR Yes, Sunset has its faults — most buildings 
on this campus have faults. Yet Gund ap-
parently cannot bear to fix these buildings 
— repair them, renovate them, bring new 
beauty to them — so he destroys them. 
Amy Schatz ’17
“
The Collegian is looking for new 
writers! For more information on 
contributing to Opinions, please 
contact the Opinions Editors:
Tobias Baumann
 baumannt@kenyon.edu
Maya Lowenstein
 lowensteinm@kenyon.edu
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CONTRIBUTOR
Despite how the revised K-Card 
policy was presented in last week’s 
issue of the Collegian, the policy 
was not conceived overnight. 
Over the past few years, in-
stances of van-
dalism, sexual 
misconduct 
and theft have 
spurred conver-
sations about 
reworking the 
K-Card access 
system. The new 
policy will give 
residents exclusive access to their 
residence hall during certain hours 
— no definitive decisions have 
been made regarding the policy’s 
hours, although times have been 
suggested. While it may be a mi-
nor inconvenience, the policy will 
improve students’ sense of safety. 
The new K-Card access policy 
will give students a greater sense 
of safety by allowing them to take 
control of their living spaces. The 
changes to dorm access will re-
duce instances of students entering 
residences without a reason to be 
there, so residents will know their 
space is secure. As we consider 
K-Card access, it’s also important 
to remember that safety threats 
originate not only from the outside 
community, but also from the Ke-
nyon com-
munity it-
self: Students 
commit the 
majority of 
sexual mis-
conduct and 
vandalism 
cases on 
campus. The 
new policy will cut down on in-
cidents of vandalism, which typi-
cally come from students who live 
elsewhere passing through dorms 
at night.
Of course, this policy won’t pre-
vent students from visiting friends 
in other dorms. It will only require 
residents to open the door for their 
guests and thus take responsibility 
for them. The slight inconvenience 
of meeting friends at the door 
seems like a small price to pay to 
make students feel safer.
Conversations about K-Card 
access were prompted by student 
concerns. The discussions, which 
began last spring and continued 
into the summer, included stu-
dents and staff. Two all-campus 
meetings were held over the sum-
mer to discuss K-Card access 
policy, as well as the challenges a 
new policy may present. (Notes 
documenting those meetings were 
shared with students, the Student 
Council President and the Chair 
of Housing and Dining through 
email).
The meetings raised many po-
tential problems, including the 
ones Tobias Baumann ’19 ex-
pressed last week in “K-Card Pol-
icy may not improve safety,” such 
as laundry and safe spaces for stu-
dents crossing campus at night. 
Although solutions to these is-
sues haven’t been finalized, they 
have not been overlooked. As the 
K-Card Access Committee meets 
throughout the semester, we will 
work to find solutions to these 
worries before a new policy is ap-
proved. 
One such concern is that the 
revised K-Card policy will worsen 
the trend of  letting students who’ve 
forgotten their K-Cards—and oth-
ers—into dorms. As Baumann 
notes, this is already a safety issue 
on campus. However, the norm of 
opening doors for loiterers is a part 
of campus culture that students 
can change. There are alternatives 
to letting people into dorms, such 
as calling Campus Safety or of-
fering to find a friend inside to let 
them in. We can all play an active 
role in shaping culture and keep-
ing our campus secure.
There is no one solution that 
will fix safety issues on campus. 
Still, that shouldn’t be an excuse 
to not take steps towards improve-
ment. We have a duty, as a College 
and student body, to make safety 
a reality for every student. The K-
Card access policy will be a part of 
that solution.
Morgan Harden ’17 is a Spanish 
Literature and English double ma-
jor, with a creative writing empha-
sis from Charlotte, N.C. Contact 
her at hardenmc@kenyon.edu.
Input is necessary for effective audit
Title IX policy will only be improved if community 
takes opportunity to advocate for change.
HAYLEY YUSSMAN
STAFF WRITER
Although the storm of pro-
tests and activism following 
the release of questionable Ti-
tle IX verdicts has since qui-
eted, a recent email brought 
the student body and faculty 
alike back to the discussion of 
reform. On Sept. 1, indepen-
dent Title IX investigator and 
consultant Rebecca Veidlinger 
contacted the Kenyon com-
munity reminding us of the 
audit she is conducting of our 
Title IX policy and its imple-
mentation. 
In her email, Veidlinger 
gave students and faculty mul-
tiple outlets to communicate 
grievances and suggestions, 
including an anonymous on-
line form and the availability 
of private in-person meetings. 
While she notes that she can-
not reopen previously adju-
dicated cases that may have 
been dealt with improperly, 
Veidlinger explains that she 
can turn student and faculty 
responses into a cohesive plan 
for progress and improve-
ment. 
It is my hope that Kenyon 
community members will 
take advantage of this rare 
opportunity to communicate 
with an unbiased party re-
garding Title IX policy expec-
tations and implementation. 
There was a common thread 
throughout the f lux of arti-
cles, arguments and advocacy 
efforts responding to seem-
ingly unfair Title IX decisions 
in the Spring 2016 semester, 
which had relaxed sanctions 
for perpetrators and lacked 
safety measures for survi-
vors. These discussions honed 
in on the unwillingness and 
inability of Title IX admin-
istrators to listen to student 
complaints, adjugate fairly 
and make changes based on 
weak areas of Kenyon policy. 
By hiring an independent at-
torney to audit our Title IX 
process and compile sugges-
tions for improvement and 
reform, Kenyon is demon-
strating a base willingness to 
start taking student concerns 
seriously. An unbiased expert 
can deal with policy problems 
properly.  
This course of action is, 
without a doubt, not every-
thing we could have hoped 
for as a community, as past 
wrongs cannot be re adjudi-
cated.  However, the Kenyon 
administration is, at the very 
least, providing us the fo-
rum we needed last semester, 
amidst clumsily arranged as-
surances that the policy and 
student safety were not lack-
ing. It is important for us to 
participate in this opportu-
nity for change to show the 
Kenyon administration that 
we are willing to work with 
them, despite past fragmen-
tation, and that we appreciate 
administrative efforts to be 
more inclusive of a wide range 
of community voices. 
If we participate openly 
and actively in this audit, we 
stand the chance of inducing 
tangible changes in our Title 
IX policy and implementa-
tion that will immediately and 
positively affect the integrity 
and safety of this community.  
Hayley Yussman ’18 is an 
English and political science 
major from River Forest, Ill. 
Contact her at yussmanh@ke-
nyon.edu.
Limited K-Card access will help 
students feel safer in dorms
Student grievances do not out-
weigh the benefits of new policy.
To the editors:
The second half of last year 
was filled with constant stu-
dent complaints about trans-
parency — or lack thereof 
— in the College’s administra-
tion. We saw lapses in trans-
parency surrounding many is-
sues, ranging in severity from 
the closing of the Cove and 
the moving of Sendoff to ques-
tions about the Title IX pro-
cess. By the end of the year the 
message from students was 
clear: We 
need trans-
parency and 
we need our 
voices to be 
heard. 
Given all 
of this, one 
could un-
derstand 
why, in the recent Collegian 
story “Campus Senate Brief” 
(9/8/2016), comments from 
an interview with Meredith 
Bonham struck me. To quote, 
“Vice President of Student Af-
fairs Meredith Bonham ’92 
said this [the disintegration of 
Campus Senate] was because 
the exact function of Senate 
wasn’t clear. Bonham thinks 
this is largely because many 
aspects of Senate are now out-
dated — the College created 
the Senate during a time when 
there were fewer administra-
tive positions. Over the years, 
as the College created new po-
sitions, the role of Senate be-
gan to diminish.”
The Campus Senate used to 
be a body of students, faculty 
and staff alike, in which ma-
jor issues could be discussed 
and debated before moving to 
democratic votes. Some quick 
research into the history of 
the Senate will show that it 
used to be a major presence 
on campus: a force for good 
and a voice of the whole com-
munity. Bonham actually ad-
mits that hired administrators 
have re-
placed the 
democrat-
ic body. 
Let that 
thought 
sink in for 
a minute. 
We 
need to 
make up our minds as a com-
munity — students and facul-
ty alike. Are we okay with the 
convenience (and higher price 
tag) that comes with hiring 
administrators to make deci-
sions for us? Or, do we want 
to take back our influence in 
the governing of this campus 
and ensure that the authority 
of the Campus Senate is rein-
stated?
Evan Cree Gee ’18 is a po-
litical science major from Nor-
folk, Mass. Contact him at 
geee@kenyon.edu. He is off-
campus this semester.
We need trans-
parency and 
we need our voices to 
be heard.
Evan Cree Gee ’18
“
It is my hope that Kenyon community 
members will take advantage of this 
rare opportunity to communicate with 
an unbiased party regarding Title IX policy 
expectations and implementation. 
Hayley Yussman ’18
“
The slight incon-
venience of meet-
ing friends at the door seems 
like a small price to pay to 
make students feel safer.
Morgan Harden ’17
“ AMY SCHATZ | COLLEGIAN
LETTER TO THE EDITORS
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The Lords golf team is starting 
strong and eyeing a top spot on the 
podium at this spring’s North Coast 
Athletic Conference (NCAC) tour-
nament. Last year, Wittenberg Uni-
versity (Springfield, Ohio) took the 
tournament title — Kenyon finished 
third out of nine teams. This year, 
the Lords hope to give the Tigers a 
real run for their money.
The collegiate golf season has two 
halves: The fall season gives teams 
the opportunity to gauge the com-
petition, and, in the spring, the com-
petition gets fierce in preparation for 
the conference tournament. Thus 
far, the Lords have had solid show-
ings at the Transylvania University 
(Lexington, Ky.) Fall Invitational, 
where Kenyon finished seventh out 
of 16 teams, and at Allegheny Col-
lege’s Guy Kuhn Memorial Invita-
tional this past weekend in Mead-
ville, Pa., where the team finished 
fourth out of 18 teams. 
Chase Frederick ’20 said the team 
is trying to make the most of each 
individual tournament to “improve 
our ranking and really just beating 
the teams we should be beating.”
These are lofty goals for the team, 
but Kenyon golf received a vote this 
season in the Golf Coaches Assoc-
tiation of America (GCAA) national 
rankings and wrapped up last sea-
son third in the conference and fifth 
in the NCAA Great Lakes Region. 
Putting these goals into concrete 
terms means preparing to beat Wit-
tenberg and make it to nationals in 
the spring. 
Frederick believes the team may 
soon be ready to make the leap from 
good to great. “We are still trying to 
get into the swing of things,” he said. 
“No pun intended.”
Golf holds NCAC third
Tennis season opens, 
volleyball returns
After two weeks on the road, Ladies volleyball returns to host their 
annual Kenyon College Invitational, and men’s and women’s tennis 
open their seasons this weekend with their own invitational. Here are the 
home games you can see on the Hill over the next week.
FRI.
16
Women’s soccer vs. Thomas More College 
5 p.m. — Mavec Field
Volleyball hosts the Kenyon College 
Invitational — Day One
vs. Earlham College / 6 p.m. — Tomsich 
Arena
vs. Albion College / 8 p.m. — Tomsich 
Arena
SAT.
17
Men’s and women’s tennis host the Ken-
yon College Invitational — Day One 
9 a.m.  — VandenBerg Courts
Volleyball hosts the Kenyon College Invi-
tational — Day Two
vs. Olivet College / 11 a.m. — Tomsich 
Arena
vs. Franklin College / 1 p.m. — Tomsich 
Arena
Field hockey vs. Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity / 12 p.m. — McBride Field
SUN.
18
Men’s and women’s tennis host the Ken-
yon College Invitational — Day Two
9 a.m. — VandenBerg Courts
Field hockey vs. Wittenberg University / 
1 p.m. — McBride Field
WED.
21
Men’s soccer vs. Centre College / 4 p.m. 
— Mavec Field
GREENSBORO 1ST
KENYON 7TH
WITTENBERG 1ST
KENYON TIED 4TH
Top: A Kenyon player goes head-to-head with a Carleton College player for a loose ball; bottom: No. 
14 Virginia Fergusson ’18 looks on as her teammate attempts to juke her defender. | Courtesy of Flynn 
Shannon ’20
First years score for Ladies soccer
The Ladies soccer team end-
ed the weekend with a 1-1 double 
overtime draw against Salisbury 
University (Salisbury, Md.) and a 
2-1 victory over Carleton College 
(Northfield, Minn.). 
Against Salisbury (1-0-3), the 
first 35 minutes 
started slowly, 
with only a few 
shots fired by 
the Sea Gulls. 
But it was the 
Ladies (2-2-
1; NCAC 0-0) 
who struck first 
in the 38th min-
ute, when junior Gillian Blackwell’s 
cross found the head of Gwyneth 
Phillips ’20, who tucked the ball 
past the keeper and into the back 
of the net. Only three minutes later, 
Salisbury struck back against Ke-
nyon, slotting the ball into the net 
past keeper Jillian Countey ’20 to 
tie the game at one goal apiece. 
In the second half, despite 12 
shots from the Salisbury attack and 
two from the Ladies, the score re-
mained notched at 1-1 and headed 
into overtime. 
After a slow first overtime, with 
neither team attempting a shot, the 
game kicked into a second over-
time. The Sea Gulls had a chance 
to steal the game in the final 10 sec-
onds but pushed the ball just wide 
of the net, ending the game in a 
draw. 
“[Our] defense did a great job 
in keeping their composure shot 
after shot,” 
Blackwell 
said. “They 
kept up their 
energy as a 
unit.” 
Behind 
the defense, 
Countey put 
in a seven-
save performance for the Ladies to 
keep the draw in her first full game 
as the Ladies keeper. 
Following this draw, the Ladies 
managed to put Carleton (0-5-2) 
away with a 2-1 victory. 
The Ladies struck quickly in the 
game when Emma Klug ’18 found 
first year Fallon Raviol, who net-
ted her first collegiate goal. The 
Knights responded just before half-
time to knot the game at one when 
a Carleton player took a deflection 
and scored. 
In the second half, it was the La-
dies’ leading scorer Maggie Smith 
’17 who struck the deciding goal, 
following a deflection on a Black-
well corner kick. 
“We played a complete game,” 
Camila Kirtzman ’18 said. “It’s 
good to see the freshmen getting 
involved in the attack and helping 
the team succeed.”
Maria Paparella ’20 played her 
first full game as the Ladies keeper 
and made two saves to solidify the 
win for Kenyon. 
The goalkeeping duo of Paparel-
la and Countey played a new rota-
tion this weekend. In the first three 
games of the season, the pair split 
games, switching off at halftime. 
This Saturday and Sunday, both 
played one full game apiece. They 
fared well in net, saving a com-
bined nine shots in the two games. 
The Ladies aim to improve on 
their recent success in their up-
coming match against Thomas 
More College (4-0-1; Crestview 
Hills, Ky.) Friday at 5 p.m. 
PETER DOLA
STAFF WRITER
KENYON 1
SALISBURY 1
KENYON 2
CARLETON 1
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[Our] defense 
did a great job 
in keeping their compo-
sure shot after shot.
Gillian Blackwell ’18
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KENYON 3
GENEVA 1
KENYON 3
THOMAS MORE 1
BLUFFTON 3
KENYON 1
In last weekend’s Sommer Cen-
ter Spiketacular at Bluffton Univer-
sity, the Ladies volleyball team came 
away with two more wins, but also 
suffered two hard losses. Kenyon 
(6-3; NCAC 0-0) had an impressive 
start with victories against Geneva 
College (3-5; Beaver Falls, Pa.) and 
Thomas More College (3-6; Crest-
view Hills, Ky.). The Ladies lost 1-3 
to host team Bluffton University (6-
3; Bluffton, Ohio) but put up a strong 
performance, losing two of their sets 
by only two points. They then fell to 
perennial Division III powerhouse 
Ohio Northern University (7-1; Ada, 
Ohio) three sets to none.
In the first game of the tour-
nament against Geneva, Delaney 
Swanson ’19 led Kenyon’s offense 
with a total of 21 kills in four sets. 
Swanson is coming off a terrific 
first-year season in which she led the 
team with 333 kills, over 100 kills 
more than any other teammate. 
“We were just mentally pre-
pared,” she said of the game against 
Geneva. “We were ready to establish 
ourselves as a team.”
Kenyon stayed strong against 
Thomas More, which finished last 
season with a 26-5 record. Jensen 
Shurbert ’18 has seen a lot of im-
provement in her team’s ability to 
remain consistent. “Having two 
games in the same day is exhausting 
mentally and physically,” she said. 
“So the fact that we were able to keep 
that steady really helped out.”
Shurbert provided 40 assists, 
which pushed her to eighth in total 
assists in Kenyon volleyball history. 
Swanson again led the Ladies with 
18 kills. 
The team attributes much of 
their early season success to an im-
proving group of young returners. 
Three sophomores — Swanson, 
Schuyler Stupica and Alexi Don-
nelly — have started for the Ladies 
since the season opened. “We’re all 
a year older and more experienced,” 
Swanson said of her class. 
Stupica agrees. “One year of ma-
turity has really strengthened what 
we do on the court,” she said. Stu-
pica also sees a lot of potential in the 
freshman, especially Maleah Miller 
’20 and Mackenzie Bruzzio ’20, who 
have found starting roles on the 
young team. “They’ve filled a lot of 
the gaps in our team,” she said.
Sunday proved much tougher 
for the Ladies. They began with an 
emotional and close loss to Bluffton. 
After splitting the first two sets, Ke-
nyon was unable to catch up on the 
third set, getting within one point 
three different times; the team end-
ed up blowing a 24-19 lead in the 
fourth set.
The team tallied 26 errors against 
Bluffton, unable to maintain the 
steady mentality that had propelled 
them through the first two games. 
“We really hurt ourselves more than 
they beat us,” Swanson said. But Stu-
pica saw promise in her team’s abil-
ity to keep that game close.
“They’re a nationally-ranked 
team,” Stupica said. “The fact that 
we were able to be that competitive 
with them is a good sign going for-
ward.”
Going into the last game, the 
Ladies were fatigued, and both 
Shurbert and Swanson sat out with 
injuries. Bruzzio tried to maintain 
a positive attitude facing one of the 
strongest teams in the tournament.
 “When you’re missing two key 
players, you just have to have fun 
with it and roll with the punches,” 
she said.
Although the Ladies did not put 
up much of a fight in their last game, 
they are excited about what they ac-
complished over the weekend. “I 
think teams are definitely starting 
to notice us,” Miller said. Bruzzio 
added, “Kenyon volleyball is on its 
way up.”
As for injuries, Shurbert plans on 
sitting out a few practices but said 
she is “definitely coming back to 
fight hard this weekend.” Swanson 
is also optimistic about her ability to 
play this Friday and Saturday, when 
Kenyon hosts the Kenyon College 
Invitational. The Ladies play their 
first game of the invitational on Fri-
day at 6 p.m., facing off against Earl-
ham College (3-6; Richmond, Ind.).
Ladies break even at Spiketacular Kenyon volleyball returns home from Bluffton with 6-3 season record.
JUSTIN SUN
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An Oberlin defender wrestles down No. 9 Ian Bell ’18. Bell dissected the Yeomen defense on Saturday with 95 receiving yards and one touchdown. | Catherine Smith ’20
Lords assert feudal dominance over Yeomen on Saturday
NOAH GURZENSKI
STAFF WRITER
KENYON 45
OBERLIN 16
In the 87th edition of one 
of college football ’s oldest ri-
valries, Lords football (2-0; 
NCAC 1-0) trounced Oberlin 
College 45-16 on Saturday. 
Slowing Oberlin’s up-tempo 
spread offense, the Lords’ de-
fense gave their own offense 
ample time on the field to car-
ry out an absolute rout of the 
Yeomen (0-2; NCAC 0-1). 
Oberlin got on the score-
board first with a field goal, 
but the Lords capitalized on 
their favorable field position 
to erase the 3-0 deficit be-
fore the end of the first quar-
ter. Finishing off a drive that 
began at midfield, Ian Bell 
’18 followed his blockers into 
the end zone on a seven-yard 
touchdown run, giving the 
Lords a 7-3 lead.
Setting up shop at Oberlin’s 
43-yard line midway through 
the second quarter, quar-
terback Thomas Merkle ’20 
wasted no time in getting his 
team back in scoring position. 
Taking to the air on the first 
play of the drive, Merkle fired 
a 39-yard dart down the mid-
dle of the field to Bell, giving 
Kenyon a first-and-goal. Two 
plays later, Merkle called his 
own number and dove into the 
end zone from one yard out to 
increase Kenyon’s lead to 14-3.
Widening the gap between 
themselves and the Yeomen, 
Kenyon used their final pos-
session of the half to take a 
21-3 advantage. Rolling out 
to the Kenyon sideline with 
less than one minute to play, 
Merkle lofted up a 37-yard 
pass that sailed over the heads 
of the Oberlin defenders and 
into the hands of Co-Captain 
Brian Hunca ’17, who reeled in 
the catch in the end zone for 
the score.
Despite holding a com-
fortable lead at halftime, the 
Lords entered the locker room 
hungry for more. “We just 
talked about treating it like it 
was 0-0,” Head Coach Chris 
Monfiletto said. “I think our 
guys wanted to score as many 
points as they possible could 
against them, so I think that 
in and of itself was enough 
motivation for them for the 
second half.”
Intent on getting them-
selves back in the game, the 
Yeomen began the second 
half with an impressive kick-
off return, giving them a first 
down on Kenyon’s 32-yard 
line. With such a short field 
ahead of them, Oberlin’s of-
fense found the end zone in 
just four plays to cut Kenyon’s 
lead to 21-10. 
Igniting the Kenyon of-
fense on the ensuing posses-
sion, Nat Henry ’20 charged 
through a hole in the Oberlin 
front-seven on an electrify-
ing 68-yard run. Finishing off 
the drive in style, Bell provid-
ed the Kenyon faithful with 
a highlight-reel touchdown 
catch: Unencumbered by the 
Oberlin defender clinging 
to his back, Bell rose up and 
used just one hand to haul in 
a four-yard touchdown pass 
from Merkle to make the score 
28-10.
Though Oberlin managed 
to score one more touchdown 
before the end of the third 
quarter, the Lords respond-
ed by freezing out the Yeo-
men in the final 15 minutes 
of play. Registering his first 
field goal of the season, Szabi 
Simo ’17 increased Kenyon’s 
lead to 31-17 with 11 minutes, 
31 seconds left in regulation. 
Facing a fourth-and-three on 
Kenyon’s next offensive pos-
session, Hunca caught a short 
pass from Merkle on a quick 
slant and raced into the end-
zone for a 29-yard touchdown. 
Putting an exclamation 
point on a dominant perfor-
mance by the Kenyon Lords, 
Joe Marabito ’17 picked off 
an errant Oberlin pass behind 
the line of scrimmage and re-
turned the interception 57 
yards for a touchdown, bring-
ing the score to 45-16. 
The Lords will face their 
first road test of the season 
when they travel to Hiram, 
Ohio to take on the Hiram 
College Terriers (0-1; NCAC 
0-0) Saturday at 1 p.m.
ONU 3
KENYON 0
